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rean, as yon say of a man now that he is a Calvinist or a Wesleyan.'
* 1 should have liked to have known Epicurus/ said Ca-durcis.
11 would sooner have known him and Plato than any of the ancients,' said Herbert. ' I look upon Plato as the wisest and the profoundest of men, and upon Epicurus as the most humane and gentle/
c Now, how do you account for the great popularity of Aristotle in modern ages P' said Cadurcis ; 4 and the comparative neglect of these, at least his equals ? Chance, I suppose, that settles everything.'
4 By no means,' said Herbert. 'If you mean by chance an absence of accountable cause, I do not believe such a quality as chance exists. Every incident that happens, must be a link in a chain. In the present case, the monks monopolised literature, such as it might be, and they exercised their intellect only in discussing words. They, therefore, adopted Aristotle and the Peripatetics. Plato interfered with their heavenly knowledge, and Epicurus, who maintained the rights of man to pleasure and happiness, would have afforded a dangerous and seducing contrast to their dark and miserable code of morals.'
41 think, of the ancients,' said Cadurcis; * Alcibiades and Alexander the Great are my favourites. They were young, beautiful, and conquerors; a great combination/
1 And among the moderns ?' inquired Herbert.
* They don't touch my fancy,' said Cadurcis.    * Who are your heroes P'
c Oh ! I have many; but I confess I should like to pass a day with Milton, or Sir Philip Sidney.*
* Among mere literary men,' said Cadurcis, * I shonkl aay Bayle.'
4 And old Montaigne for me,' said Herbert.
4 Well, I would fain visit him in his feudal chateau/ said Cadurcis. * His is one of the books which give a spring to the mind. Of modern times, the feudal ages of Italy
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